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case that any broke in upon the apostolical succession, by " climbing up some other way/' they were instantly deposed. A great part of the ancient canons were niade/or regulating ordinations, especially those of Bishops, by providing that none shall be ordained, except in extraordinary cases, by less than three Bishops of the same province; that strange Bishops should not be admitted to join with those of the province on such occasions, but tliose only who were neighbours and well known, and the validity of whose orders was not disputed. The care thus taken in the early ages to preserve inviolate the succession from the Apostles> has been maintained in all churches down to the present day. There are in existence, catalogues of Bishops from the year 1842 back to the day of Pentecost. These catalogues are proofs of the importance always attached by the Church to a regular genealogy in her Bishops. And they, as well as the living Bishops themselves, are proofs of the reality of an apostolical succession. It has been well remarked, that CHRIST JESUS has taken more abundant care to ascertain the succession of pastors in His Church, than ever was taken in relation to the Aaronical priesthood. For in this case, the succession is transmitted from seniors to juniors, by the most public and solemn action, or rather process of actions, that is ever performed in a Christian church; . an action done in the face of the sun, and attested by great numbers of the most authentic witnesses, as consecrations always were. And we presume it cannot bear any dispute, but that it is now more easily fo be proved that the Archbishop of Canterbury was canonically ordained, than that any person now living is the son of him who is called his father; and that the same might have been said of any Archbishop or Bishop that ever sat in that or any other Episcopal See during the time of his being Bishop.
Such then is uninterrupted succession; a fact to which every Bishop, priest, and deacon, in the wide world, looks, as the ground of validity in his orders. Without this, all distinction between a clergyman and a layman is utterly vain, for no security exists that Heaven will ratify the acts of an illegally constituted minister on earth. Without it, ordination confers none but humanly derived powers.